
 

 

Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting conducted on 17-11-2025 

 

01. Conducting ‘Aqua Planet- Sri Lanka, International Expo – 2025” in line with the International 

Fisheries Day 

 

It has been planned to conduct "Aqua Planet - Sri Lanka, International Expo - 2025," which goes 

beyond national exhibitions such as "Min Visithuru Sri Lanka" and "Seafood Fiesta." This event will 

be scheduled to be held from the 21st to the 23rd at the "Lotus Tower," gathering world fisheries 

professionals, researchers, entrepreneurs, and others who are interested in this field. In this exhibition, 

it is expected to spotlight Sri Lanka's aquatic resources and draw special attention to principal themes 

such as sustainability, innovation, trade, education, and the Blue Economy (Ocean Economy) through 

fisheries resources, aquaculture, suppliers, exporters, and ornamental fish cultivators. Moreover, it has 

also been planned to conduct workshops pertaining to expert panel discussions on themes such as 

marine conservation, sustainable technological exhibitions, business matching sessions, and circular 

economic inputs on seafood processing. Accordingly, further attention will be drawn to uphold 

opportunities to increase the economic output of the country through unutilized traditional sectors 

combined with the Blue Economy (Ocean Economy) and sustainably unutilized sectors. Accordingly, 

the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic, and 

Ocean Resources to conduct the proposed exhibition "Aqua Planet - Sri Lanka, International Expo - 

2025." 

 

02. Implementation of new project proposals in the health sector to uphold the health condition of 

the public. 

 

The most health service projects were temporarily terminated due to the economic crisis arising from 

the COVID-19 epidemic, which prevailed during the period 2021-2024. Therefore, the necessity of 

commencing new projects has been identified with the recent development of the economy, including 

the recommencement of the projects that were previously suspended, with the objective of upholding 

the health condition of the people. According to the budget called for the year 2026, prioritizing the 

implementation of projects included in the Public Investment Projects that are currently underway, as 

well as the implementation of new initiatives, the Public Investment Committee has selected several 

new projects in the health sector to include in the Public Investment Program. Accordingly, the Cabinet 

of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Health and Mass Media to 

implement the following nine projects, for which provisions are supplied by the 2026 budget estimates 

from the aforementioned projects. 

 



• National Oral Health Census – 2025/ 2026 

• Expansion of the existing four-storey building at the Kurunegala Teaching Hospital for 

the establishment of proposed operating theatre, endoscopy unit and cardiothoracic pre-

operative ward 

• Construction of a five-storey building for maternity care unit with surgical and 

radiological facilities at the Matale District Hospital 

• Construction of a five-storey building with outpatient department and specialized units 

for the Maharagama Oral Health Services Institute. 

• Construction of a five-storey building for the Institute of Forensic Medicine and 

Toxicology (for the Colombo Forensic Medicine Unit) 

• Construction of Phase -1 and Phase – II of the building complex for Accident and 

Emergency Treatment and related services at the Anuradhapura Teaching Hospital. 

• Construction of official residences for specialist doctors and medical officers at the 

Anuradhapura Teaching Hospital. 

• Expansion of Radiology Unit at the Batticaloa Teaching Hospital 

• Construction of the National Heart Center at the National Hospital of Sri Lanka. 

 

 

 

03. Purchasing of 2025 mid season green gram harvest 

 

Under the 2025 Green Gram Crop Productivity and Production Enhancement Program, implemented 

in accordance with the guidelines of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Land, and Irrigation, the 

green gram has been cultivated in an area of about 16,500 hectares in the 2025 Yala Season and 

intermediate season. As a consequence, a harvest of about 14,600 metric tons of green gram is expected, 

of which about 12,000 metric tons are anticipated to directly come to the local market. Currently, green 

gram harvesting has started in the Hambantota district, and it has been reported that middlemen are 

buying the harvest for a low price of Rs. 450/- per kilogram. Therefore, in order to ensure that farmers 

can obtain a fair price for their products, the National Food Promotion Board, on the advice of the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Land, and Irrigation, has initiated a program to purchase green gram 

harvest from the farmers. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented 

by the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land, and Irrigation to provide the required provisions to 

purchase green gram harvest in a competitive manner with the private sector by expanding the 

aforementioned program further. 

 

 

 

 



04. Awarding the contract for the construction of the proposed seven-storey residential building in 

Kandy for the Sri Lanka Railways under the Kandy Multimodal Transport Terminal 

Development Project. 

Bids have been invited following the National Competitive Bidding Procedure to award the contract 

for the construction of the proposed seven-storey residential building in Kandy for the Sri Lanka 

Railways under the Kandy Multimodal Transport Terminal Development Project. Five (5) bids have 

been received for that purpose, of which 4 bids have been determined as technically responsive bids. 

The High Level Standing Procurement Committee has recommended awarding the aforementioned 

contract to Maga Engineering (Pvt) Ltd for a sum of Rs.  1.53 billion (without VAT) after evaluating 

the financial bids related to those bids. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal 

presented by the Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development to award the 

aforementioned contract. 

 

05. Completion of works of the 74 bridges identified under the Rural Bridge Program. 

Approval has been granted at the cabinet meeting held on 08-02-2021 to award 326 bridge construction 

contracts to the State Development and Construction Corporation for the construction of bridges across 

the island under the Rural Bridges Program. It has been decided that in the year 2022, the construction 

of 184 bridges, for which construction has not been initiated, will be stopped, and the construction of 

45 bridges from the 142 remaining bridges has already been completed. The construction of a further 

23 bridges has been assigned to the Road Development Authority. Accordingly, the Cabinet of 

Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban 

Development to recommence the construction of the remaining 74 bridges by the State Development 

and Construction Corporation to complete the construction expeditiously, with the objective of 

minimizing the difficulties encountered by the public. 

 

06. Providing residential facilities for the prison officers 

 

Due to the scarcity of officers in the prison, most of the prison officers have to engage in duties after 

their prescribed duty hours; therefore, the necessity has arisen to provide them with residential facilities. 

Due to the lack of sufficient residential facilities in all prisons, the essentiality of implementing a 

program for the modernization of existing residences and the construction of new residential facilities 

with ample space has been identified. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal 

presented by the Minister of Justice and National Integration to increase the provision of residential 

facilities for prison officers in the following manner in the year 2026, on a priority basis, as stage one 

of the aforementioned program. 

 

• Construction of two barracks at the Walikada prison. 

• Construction of a barrack at the Anuradhapura prison. 

• Modernization and improvement of sanitary facilities in all barracks of all prison 

institutions. 



07. Effective implementation of Ranminithanne National Telecine Garden through private 

investment. 

 

Approval has been granted at the cabinet meeting held on 22-07-2024 to select a suitable investor for 

the implementation of the planning, building, financing, and maintenance under the DBFOM model. 

Furthermore, the Officers' Committee, under the chairmanship of the Secretary to the Prime Minister, 

appointed for the review of state-owned non-commercial institutes, has also recommended calling for 

expressions of interest from local and foreign investors for the implementation of its modernization in 

a suitable commercial model to increase its utility and revenue. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers 

has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Buddhism, Religious, and Cultural Affairs to 

call for expressions of interest following a competitive and transparent procurement procedure from 

the investors who are interested in this respect and to implement a private investment under the 

DBFOM model to plan, build, finance, implement, and maintain the Ranminithanne National Telecine 

Garden for 30 years. 

 

08. Execution of the project to lay pipelines from the Kolonnawa Refinery to Colombo Port. 

At present transportation of imported petroleum products from Colombo harbor to Kolonnawa refinery 

is carried out via 05 pipelines. Those pipelines are age old and therefore, constant leaks were reports in 

the system. Therefore, considering the requirement of a reliable pipeline system, proposals had been 

called earlier to execute a project in the regard but, so far no suitable investor could be selected 

depending on those resolutions.  Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution 

furnished by the Minister of Power wind up the prior implemented procurement process, and to 

implement ‘The Project to Lay Pipelines from Kolonnawa to Port’ accompanied by project components 

of construction of two (02) pipelines with a diameter of 18 inches and 14 inches in which machinery 

can be utilized for inner pipeline inspections laid from Dolphine oil tanker jetty of Colombo port to 

Kolonnawa refinery, construction of the under sea pipeline with a diameter of 12 inches from Dolphine 

oil tanker jetty of Colombo port to Seram gate and to adjust both terminals of the Colombo Port and 

Kolonnawa refinery as required as a Engineering, Procurement, Construction and Carry on (EPCC) 

project. 

 

09. Submission of the State Loan Management Orders No. 02 of 2025 for the concurrence of the 

Parliament. 

 

In terms of the provisions of section 16 of the State Loan Management Act No. 33 of 2024, the authority 

to issue government loan securities has been transferred to State loan management office. As per the 

section 31 of that act, the Minister of Finance is entrusted with the powers pertaining to appointment 

of primary traders and to issuance of orders with regard to their matters. Accordingly, the state loan 

management orders No. 02 of 2025 prepared aiming at entrusting power to the state loan management 

office so that guidance, monitoring guidelines and issuance of guidelines can be enabled for primary 



traders with regard to direct transactions with primary marketers and bidders who are not traders when 

issuing government securities, empowering  the state loan management office for evaluating the 

performance of primary traders and guiding primary traders on issuance of state securities have been 

published via the extraordinary gazette notification No. 2459/52  dated 24.10.2025. Therefore, the 

Cabinet of Ministers has granted approval furnished by the Hon. President in his capacity as the 

Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development to submit the said orders to the Parliament 

for its concurrence.  

 

10. Submission of the order prepared under section 66 of Shop and Office Employees (service and 

wages regularization) Act (Authority 129) to the Parliament. 

 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted at their meeting held on 03.07.2025 to amend 

order No. 3 of the Shop and Office Employees Act No 19 of 1954 (service and wages regularization) 

Act. Accordingly, it is expected to introduce legal amendments required for the female employees 

above 18 years who are engaged in the service at residential hotels and restaurants as waitresses offer 

food to engage in their services after 6.00 p.m. and before 6.00 a.m. from the proposed amendment. 

Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by the Minister of 

Labour to submit the amended order prepared by the Minister under section 66 of the Shop and Office 

Employees (service and wages regularization) Act to the Parliament for their approval and later on to 

publish the same in the government gazette notification. 

 

11. Amendment of National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health Act, No. 38 of 2009. 

 

The National Occupational Safety and Health Institute was established by the National Institute of 

Occupational Safety and Health Act. No. 38 of 2009 with the objective of creating a national policy to 

formulate standards for occupational safety and health. Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was 

granted at their meeting held on 07.03.2023 to amend that act for creating a professional safety and 

health culture to extend the activities of that institution as well as to cater the contemporary world of 

work. The Legal Draftsmen has informed to obtain the policy approval of the current Cabinet of 

Ministers to go forward with the draft bill which has been prepared for that. Furthermore, it has been 

observed the requirement to introduce more appropriate amendments for the said draft bill so that a 

mechanism with a government sector regulation by National Institute of Occupational Safety and 

Health can be set for enhancing the professional security of the employees in the sectors not covered 

by the Industries Ordinance, and to standardize the professional security of professionals engaged in 

Health sector. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by the 

Minister of Labour to prepare the final draft bill pertaining to amendment of the National Institute of 

Occupational Safety and Health Act accompanied with the said amendments. 

 

 



12. Submission of the draft bill on the Parliamentary Pension (Repealing) Law. 

Policy approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 16.06.2025 to repeal 

the Parliamentary Pension Act No. 1 of 1971 of the State Council. In par with the promise given to all 

the Sri Lankans who supported the vision of ‘A wealthy country – A beautiful life’ which appeared in 

the policy declaration of the Government, a draft bill has been prepared by the Legal Draftsmen for 

repealing the Parliamentary Pension Act with the objective of cancelling pensions rights given to 

elected members of the Parliament and their spouses. Clearance of the Attorney General has been 

granted to that draft bill. Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers is ranted to the proposal submitted by 

the Minister of Justic and National Integration to publish the said draft bill in the government gazette 

notification and subsequently to be presented to the Parliament for its concurrence. 

 

13. Appointment to the post of the Director General of Irrigation 

Mr. I. P. A. Gunasekara, performing in the post of Director General of Irrigation at present will be 

retired from Government Service with effect from 04.12.2025. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers 

granted approval to the proposal submitted by the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Lands and 

Irrigation to appoint Dr. (Eng.) K. Waligepolage, who is the senior most officer in category 3 Civil, in 

the Special Grade of Sri Lanka Engineering Service currently serving as an Additional Director General 

in the same department for the post of Director General of Irrigation which will be vacant with effect 

from 04.12.2025. 

 

In the event of any inconsistency between the English translations of this document, the 

Sinhala text shall prevail. 

 


