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Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting held on 29.12.2025

01. Liquidation of Sahasya Investment Company

Approval was granted by the Cabinet of Ministers at the cabinet meeting held on 12-10-2020 for the
establishment of Sahasya Investment Company, with the objective of maintaining highways, determining
strategic methods for further development of these expressways, and utilizing modern technologies for the
minimization of costs. Accordingly, approval was granted by the Cabinet of Ministers at the cabinet
meeting held on 25-03-2024 for the formal assignment of daily operations and management of the
expressways to Sahasya Investment Company. However, Sahasya Investment Company has not
implemented the relevant operations so far, and no activities relevant to the objectives of this company
have been performed since its inception. The Road Development Authority has been assigned tasks such
as planning, creation, construction, and maintenance of national roads and expressways by the Road
Development Authority Act No. 73 of 1981. Since the technological expertise necessary for the
management of these assets, institutional capacity, and the vision for long-term asset management have
been possessed by the aforementioned Authority, it has been recognized that the transfer of ownership and
regulation of these assets to the Sahasya Investment Company by the Road Development Authority would
exceed the legal authority provided to the Road Development Authority. Therefore, taking these matters
into account , the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the joint proposal presented by His Excellency the
President , in his capacity as the Minister of Finance, Planning, and Economic Development, and the
Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development, to liquidate the Sahasya Investment Company
and to manage the network of expressways, associated lands, and other relevant activities through a
separate operational unit under the Road Development Authority.

02. Employment of Sri Lankan Laborers temporary in the State of Israel

Approval was granted by the Cabinet of Ministers at the cabinet meeting held on 05-02-2020 to sign an
agreement between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Government of Israel for the temporary
employment of Sri Lankan workers in specific labor market sectors in the State of Israel. Accordingly, the
implementation plans (Protocols A, B, C, D, E, and F) for the recruitment of workers in the sectors of
domestic care, agriculture, construction, hotels, housekeeping, cleaning services, manufacturing, and
catering services have been signed from time to time. Under the aforementioned agreement, the
Government of Israel has officially expressed its willingness to recruit Sri Lankan workers for employment
in the commercial and service sectors in Israel. Accordingly, the consensus of the Cabinet of Ministers has
been given to the steps taken after the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment, and Tourism
informed the Cabinet of Ministers regarding the steps taken to sign the 'G' protocol under the agreement
already signed between the two parties to enable the employment of Sri Lankan workers in that sector.
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Establishment of the Sri Lanka Industrial Transformation and innovation Authority

Approval was granted by the Cabinet of Ministers at the cabinet meeting held on 17-03-2025 to establish
a single, more effective institution by merging the Industrial Development Board, the National
Entrepreneurship Development Authority and Small Business development Division under the Ministry of
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development to provide industrial and enterpriser development services in
a more organized and efficient manner. Accordingly, the Ministry of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development has initiated the establishment of the Sri Lankan Industrial Transformation and Innovation
Authority with the objective of minimizing duplication of work, strengthening the provision of institutional
services, and building a national integrated platform for industrial and transformation ,entrepreneurship
promotion and export-oriented enterprise development under a three phase framework of
conceptualization, strategic planning and implementation. Action is being taken at present to obtain the
necessary technological assistance under the Policy based loan program of the Asian Development Bank.
Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Industries
and Entrepreneurship Development to take further action according to the proposed draft concept
framework regarding the ‘the Sri Lanka Industrial Transformation and innovation Authority.

Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Search and Rescue Activities
between the National Search and Rescue Agency of Indonesia and Civil Aviation Authority of Sri
Lanka

As a country signatory to the Chicago Convention of the International Civil Aviation Organization, Sri
Lanka is responsible for providing search and rescue operations to assist any aircraft or ship within the
625,000 square nautical miles of airspace allocated to the country. In terms of the standards and
recommendations stipulated in the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Convention on
Search and Rescue, the states concerned may enter into agreements with neighboring states to strengthen
cooperation and coordination in search and rescue operations. Sri Lanka and Indonesia are neighboring
countries sharing the southeastern boundary of the Colombo Flight Information Region, and a
Memorandum of Understanding was entered into between the National Search and Rescue Agency of
Indonesia and the Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka on 24-01-2018 for 5 years regarding cooperation
in search and rescue activities. Although approval was granted to extend the validity period on 13-02-2023,
it has not been possible to sign the relevant agreement. Considering this matter, the Cabinet of Ministers
has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Port and Civil Aviation to take steps for the renewal
of the aforementioned Memorandum of Understanding for a period of five (5) years commencing from the
year 2025.

Providing tax relief on imported dates for free distribution during the Ramadan fasting festival

The dates, which are specially consumed by Muslims during the fasting period of Ramadan, are annually
donated or gifted to them by diplomatic, organizational, and individual levels for free distribution, and the
import must be made into this country on a non-foreign exchange basis. This year's Ramadan fasting season
is scheduled to begin on 19-02-2026 and end on 21-03-2026. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has
approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Buddhism, Religious, and Cultural Affairs to provide
tax relief on imported dates received as donations or gifts.
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Construction of quarters for the teachers in selected schools related to the estates.

There are 864 schools established in association with the tea and rubber plantations in the Central, Uva,
Sabaragamuwa, Western, Southern, and Northwestern provinces. Since the majority of these schools are
located in the interior areas of the plantations, far away from the main cities, it has been difficult for
principals and teachers to access these schools. Furthermore, due to the shortage of teachers in secondary
classes at these schools, the overall performance of these schools in national assessments, such as the
G.C.E. Ordinary Level and Advanced Level, has been pointed out as low when compared with other
government schools. This condition has been the main reason the younger generation is limited to unskilled
labor. Therefore, it is essential to improve the human and physical resources of these schools associated
with the plantations. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the
Hon. Prime Minister, in her capacity as the Minister of Education, Higher Education, and Professional
Education, to implement a project to construct quarters for teachers at 14 selected schools in these
provinces, which will essentially provide the aforementioned facilities and minimize the scarcity of
teachers while increasing the human resources of these schools.

Procurement of essential medicines and other medical supplies from the State Pharmaceuticals
Corporation and local manufacturers

Approval has been granted at the cabinet meeting held on 21-07-2025 to invite expressions of
interest/request for proposals to purchase medicines and other medical supplies from local manufacturers
for the year 2026. Forty-eight institutions have forwarded their applications in response. Accordingly, the
Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Health and Mass Media to
award procurements for the purchase of medicines and other medical supplies from the State
Pharmaceuticals Corporation and local manufacturers based on the recommendations of the High-Level
Standing Procurement Committee.

Installation of automatic passenger clearance gates for the departure terminal at Bandaranaike
International Airport (BIA)

In accordance with the cooperation agreement between the International Organization for Migration and
the Government of Japan, the upgrading of the facilities at Bandaranaike International Airport (BIA) in Sri
Lanka to international standards has been started in 2023, with the aid of a Japanese grant of 1,170 million
yen under the project 'Preparation for Border Infectious Disease Control in Southeast Asian Countries. '
Under this project, the installation of four automatic passenger clearance gates has been completed, and it
is planned to commence passenger clearance from these gates in the near future. There is a possibility to
perform the passenger clearance in a more efficient and correct manner by following the same methodology
through the installation of four (4) automatic passenger clearance gates in the departure terminal, in line
with the four (4) automatic passenger clearance gates installed in the entrance terminal. Accordingly, the
Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs to carry out the installation activities of four automatic passenger clearance gates for
the departure terminal at Bandaranaike International Airport (BIA) during the year 2026.
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Amendment of the National Environment Act.

The National Environment Act No. 47 of 1980 has furnished required legal provisions in regard to
protection, management and corresponding matters to safeguard the environment of Sri Lanka. It has been
recognized that the provisions provided by the said act is not sufficient and the said act should be revised
when looking for policy solutions to legal and institutional problems erupted on the environment at present.
Therefore, approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted at their meeting held on 04.08.2025 to
amend the National Environment Act. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the
proposal furnished by the Minister of Environment to publish the draft bill of the National Environment
(Amended) Act in the government gazette notification and subsequently to submit the same to the
Parliament for its concurrence.

Appointment to the post of Director General of the Sports Development Department.

Applications have been called to recruit a suitable candidate to the post of Director General of the Sports
Development Department which is vacant at present and 06 candidates have been participated for this
interview. The Cabinet of Ministers granted their concurrence to the resolution furnished by the Minister
of Youth Affairs to appoint Mr. S. Achchudan of Special Grade of Sri Lanka Administrative Service, who
is currently serving as an Additional Commissioner of Elections at the Elections Commission who is
recommended by the panel of interviewers to the said post with effect form 01.01.2026.

Increasing the financial relief provided for the entrepreneurs devastated by the calamity in order to
accelerate the redress of business sector within the country.

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 10.12.2025 to implement ‘RE —
MSME - disaster relief” loan scheme in order to redress micro, small and medium scale entrepreneurships
that was affected due to the disaster. Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was provided to implement the
said loan scheme for entrepreneurs who experienced damage due to calamity to accomplish the working
capital of rupees 250,000 to the maximum for micro entrepreneurships and rupees 01 million to the
maximum for small and medium scale entrepreneurships subject to an annual interest rate of 3% to be paid
off within three years including a concessionary period of six months from the Bank of Ceylon, People’s
Bank and Rural Development Bank. The requirement to further extend the aforementioned loan scheme
has been recognized utilizing the private banks so that all entrepreneurs including large scale entrepreneurs
who are affected from the calamity can be benefited. Accordingly, a loan scheme named ‘Comprehensive
disaster relief loan scheme’ has been planned so that working capital loan facilities can be obtained from
the licensed commercial banks and licensed special banks under an annual interest rate of 3% subject to a
maximum of rupees 250,000 for micro entrepreneurs, rupees 01 million to the maximum for small scale
entrepreneurs, and rupees 25 million for medium and large scale entrepreneurs to be recovered within 03
years with a concessionary period of 06 months and it is expected to allocate rupees 5 billion for the
purpose. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by the Hon.
President in his office as the Minister of Finance, Policy Planning and Economic Development to
implement the above loan scheme.
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Holding the funeral ceremony of the veteran artisan, Kalaa Suri Mrs. Latha Walpola with full State
tribute.

Considering the dedication of the late Kalaa Suri Mrs. Latha Walpola, alias ‘Helaye Geetha Kokilaviya’ to
the Sinhalese cinema and the Sinhala lyrics fields, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the
resolution furnished by the Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Governments; and the Minister of Buddha Shasana, Religious and Cultural Activities to hold her funeral
ceremony on 31.12.2025 with the respect and tribute of the State.

In the event of any inconsistency between the English translations of this document, the Sinhala
text shall prevail.



