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Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting held on - 12.01.2026

Increase of minimum purchasing price of Samba and Kiri Samba

The Paddy Marketing Board has purchased 1 kg of Nadu, Samba, and Kiri Samba at prices of Rs. 120, Rs.
125, and Rs. 132, respectively, during the 2025 Yala Season. The Price Committee, appointed by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Land, and Irrigation, has recommended that it is
appropriate to increase the current minimum prices for the purchase of the aforementioned paddy varieties
with the objective of promoting the cultivation of these paddy types in the upcoming seasons. Based on
this recommendation, after informing the Cabinet of Ministers about the decision of the Food Policy and
Security Committee to maintain the minimum purchasing price of 1 kg of Nadu paddy of prescribed
standard at Rs. 120 and to increase the minimum purchasing price of 1 kg of Samba from Rs. 125 to Rs.
130 and the minimum purchasing price of Kiri Samba from Rs. 132 to Rs. 140, it has been decided to grant
the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers to this decision.

Developing selected locations within the premises of the Pelawatte Sugar Factory of Lanka Sugar
(Private) Company Limited as tourist attraction places under the Public-Private Partnership
method.

It has been recognized that there is potential to develop the selected places of the Pelawatte Sugar Factory,
owned by the Lanka Sugar (Private) Company Limited, as tourist attraction locations. Accordingly, the
Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development to call for expressions of interest following the prescribed procurement guidelines to identify
suitable investors and to invite project proposals from eligible investors to develop the selected locations
under the Public-Private Partnership method.

Implementation of the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy.

The drafting of the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy has commenced with the objective of
equitable distribution of the benefits of the fisheries industry and the sustainable management of fisheries
and aquaculture. This policy has been updated from time to time according to current requirements.
However, steps have not been taken to obtain the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers for that purpose.
According to the policy declaration of the present government, 'Vistas of Prosperity and Splendor' the
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy has been redrafted, updating the aforementioned policy in line
with the economic and development objectives of the government. The recommendations of the
Department of National Planning have been received for the drafted policy. Accordingly, the Cabinet of
Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquaculture, and Marine
Resources to implement the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy, integrating it with other relevant
policies.
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Providing underutilized lands/properties to suitable investors for optimal utilization.

As per the approval given by the cabinet meeting held on 02-06-2025, action is being taken at present to
dispose the underutilized lands/properties identified under the stage one of the Sri Lanka State Plantation
Corporation, the Janatha State Development Board, and the Elkaduwa Plantation Company which are under
the Ministry of Plantation and Community Infrastructure to suitable investors. It has been observed that the
underutilized lands/properties that are not included to the stage one, are remained under the relevant
institutions. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of
Plantations and Community Infrastructure to provide following lands/properties on a lease basis to the
suitable investors for optimal utilization following the prescribed procurement procedure.

e underutilized lands/properties identified under the stage two owned by the Sri Lanka State
Plantation Corporation, the Janatha State Development Board, and the Elkaduwa Plantation
Company,

e The Mawarala watte land and the Tea factory 40.48 hectares in extent, located in Matara District
belonging to the Tea Shakthi Fund.

e The underutilized land of 1,541 hectares in extent of Kondachchi Estate is enjoyed by the Sri
Lanka Cashew Corporation.

Entering into Memorandum of Understanding with the Government of India to implement the
project to construct a four storey medical- ward complex at the Mullativu District General Hospital.

The Mullaitivu District General Hospital is the main healthcare institution serving the people of Mullaitivu
District and its surrounding areas. The hospital comprises 8 specialized units providing inpatient treatment
services and has a total bed capacity of 195. It has been planned to construct a four-storey medical ward
complex at the Mullaitivu District General Hospital under the steps taken to upgrade main hospitals that
operate as tertiary care institutions to provide high-quality continuous care services at a low patient cost.
The Government of India has agreed to provide a financial grant of 600 million Sri Lankan rupees for this
construction. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister
of Health and Mass Media to implement the relevant project by utilizing the aforementioned financial grant
and to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Government of India.

Implementation of the project on management of hypertension and diabetes based on the methods
in primary health care systems

Approval has been granted at the cabinet meeting held on 11-01-2021 to implement the project 'Multimodal
Involvement to Improve the Prevention and Management of Hypertension in the Integrated Mechanism for
Implementing Primary Health Care Services in Sri Lanka' by utilizing the grant of US $ 304,795 provided
to the Ministry of Health at that time by the 'Resolve to Save Lives' institution. Accordingly, activities of
the aforementioned project were implemented in the districts of Kalutara, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, and Matale
during the period from 2021 to 2024. Taking into consideration the positive results of that project, it has
been decided to implement the aforementioned project in Galle, Colombo, and Gampaha districts as well.
Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Health and
Mass Media to implement this project in Galle, Colombo, and Gampaha districts under the name
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'‘Management of Hypertension and Diabetes based on the Strategies in Primary Care Services' using the
funds remaining in Stage 1 of the project and an additional financial grant, along with the total financial
grant of US$ 242,125 provided by the 'Resolve to Save Lives' institution, and to enter into an agreement
with the 'Resolve to Save Lives' institution to obtain the financial provisions.

Implementation of the Basic Transfer Plan of the Sri Lanka Power Industry

As per the provisions of the Sri Lanka Electricity (Amendment) Act No. 36 of 2024 and in terms of the
provisions of the policies of the Minister in charge of power, the Basic Transfer Plan has been prepared by
the Power Sector Reform Secretariat. All the information relevant to the transfer activities regarding the
generation of power, transmission, distribution, and restructuring of supply, as well as the financial plan
for the transfer of assets required by the successor companies to commence operations, has been included
in the said Basic Transfer Plan. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented
by the Minister of Energy, the Basic Transfer Plan, and the transfer of assets, liabilities, functions, roles,
and other activities to the successor companies by the Ceylon Electricity Board in accordance with the
aforementioned Basic Transfer Plan.

Preparing of Engineering estimates related to the buildings of the Government institutions.

It has been observed that based on the common building fee schedule, there is a possibility to maintain
uniformity of the total cost estimates in preparing engineering estimates related to the buildings of the
government institutions, and at the Public Accounts Committee meeting held on 23-07-2024, it has been
recommended that the suitability to provide legal validity for the ‘common building fee schedule’ of the
Building Department be able to utilize it as the basis. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved
the proposal presented by the Minister of Housing, Construction, and Water Supply to issue necessary
circulars and instructions for the common building fee schedule prepared by the Building Department to
be used as a basis by all institutions that come under the purview of the Central Government in preparing
engineering estimates relevant to the buildings.

Hosting the international Water Association’s 2026 Water Security Conference and Exhibition

The National Water Supply and Drainage Board has agreed to host the International Water Society’s
“Water Security Conference and Exhibition-2026” in Sri Lanka in line with the National Water Supply and
Drainage Board’s annual conference under the theme ‘Water and Sustainable Development.” The leading
global academic, Industrial experts, and the specialists of the government regulatory bodies and other
international organizations related to the water sector are scheduled to participate for this conference and
exhibition. This will provide an opportunity to foster dialogue and cooperation among stakeholders who
are committed to providing safe and sustainable drinking water, thereby promoting meaningful
international partnerships. Accordingly, the cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by
the Minister of Housing, Construction, and Water Supply to host the World Water Association’s “Water
Security Conference and Exhibition-2026” at the National Water Supply and Drainage Board’s Centre of
Excellence on water and Sanitation in Ratmalana from 23" March to 25" March 2026 coinciding with
World Water Day.
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Implementation of the program to provide an allowance to school children to obtain school stationary
in 2026 as well

Steps have been taken in the year 2025 to provide an allowance of Rs.6,000/- per child for school stationery
for children from the families entitled to Aswesuma through the Welfare Benefits Board and to pay an
allowance of 6,000/-per child for the students studying in schools with less than 300 students across the
island who are not included in the Aswasuma Program but are entitled to the allowance, lay and monastic
students studying in Pirivena and Seelamatha monasteries, and students in schools in Child Development
Centres through the Ministry of Education, Higher Education, and Professional Education. Accordingly,
the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Hon. Prime Minister in her Capacity
as the Minister of Education, Higher Education, and Professional Education to implement the said
programme in the year 2026 as well.

Selection of the consultation institutions from appropriate institutions for the reconstruction of civil,
railway and service infrastructure facilities damaged by the Cyclone ‘Ditwa’

The Ministry of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development, in collaboration with the Road
Development Authority and Sri Lanka Railways is engaged in an expeditious process of rehabilitating the
road and railway infrastructure destroyed by the Cyclone ‘Ditwa’ under the medium term and long term
basis. It has been observed that these reconstruction works are getting delay due to insufficient professional
staff who are served in the Road Development Authority and Sri Lanka Railway Department for preparing
plans and estimates, supervision of construction. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the
proposal presented by the Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development to register qualified
consultation institutions for the period of two (2) years following the formal procurement procedure on
competitive basis, and call for bids on competitive basis from the consultation institutions so registered as
their requirement, and to obtain services for each function on service requirement.

Disposal of unusable steel existing in Department of Sri Lanka

Bids have been called under the national competitive bidding procedure for disposal of unusable steel
existing in Department of Sri Lanka. Eleven (11) bidders have submitted bids in this connection. Based on
the higher — level standing procurement committee recommendations, approval of the Cabinet of Ministers
has been granted at their meeting held on 10.12.2025 for disposal of unusable steel relevant to several
items. In addition to that, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by the
Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development to dispose unusable steel materials to a value of
rupees million 114.51 to M/s. S R Steel (Pvt.) Ltd, considering the recommendations submitted by the
higher — level standing procurement committee based on the prices agreed after conducting negotiation
discussions with M/s. S R Steel (Pvt.) Ltd. who has submitted the highest price when substantially
responsive bids were placed regarding four (04) other unusable steel items.
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Operating currency exchange counters in the arrivals terminal at the Bandaranayake International
Airport, Katunayaka.

Currency exchange counters have been set up within the customs area of the Bandaranaike International
Airport to facilitate the foreign exchange needs of arriving air passengers. As part of the airport’s
development efforts, the need to relocate the currency exchange counters operating at those points emerged
during the redevelopment of the arrivals terminal. Due to the failure to reach an agreement on the monthly
fee applicable for the placement of currency exchange counters at the newly allocated locations, the then
existing contractual agreements have been executed by the Airports and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka)
(Private) Limited. Thereafter, steps have been taken to invite bids from institutions authorized by the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka for the establishment of foreign currency exchange counters for a contract period
of three (03) years at the newly allocated area of the arrivals terminal, under a limited competitive bidding
process. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the proposal submitted by the Minister
of Ports and Civil Aviation to award contracts for the operation of foreign exchange counters for a period
of three (03) years as follows, based on the recommendations made by the High-Level Standing
Procurement Committee in regard to the five (05) bids received.

e Counter No. 04 - to the Commercial Bank of Ceylon PLC for a sum of
rupees million 972.77 + with applicable taxes

e Counter No. 05 - to the Bank of Ceylon for a sum of
rupees million 877.14 + with applicable taxes

e Counter No. 06 - to the Thomas Cook Lanka (Ptv.) Limited for a sum
of rupees million 720.79 + with applicable taxes

e Counter No. 07 - to the Sampath Bank PLC for a sum of
rupees million 646.64 + with applicable taxes

e Counter No. 08 - to the People’s Bank for a sum of
rupees million 631.61 + with applicable taxes

Settling the unsettled payments in relation to the period of 2008 — 2023 for medical supplies obtained
from State Pharmaceutical Corporation.

The medical supplies division purchase, store and distribute from the State Pharmaceutical Corporation,
State Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Corporation and local manufacturers. Although payments for
pharmaceuticals have been made up to 31.12.2023 from the provisions allocated for those purchases from
the General Treasury to the Ministry of Health and Mass Media, the State Pharmaceutical Corporation has
informed the Ministry of Health and Mass Media several times that unsettled rupees billion 32.92 is further
existing applicable from 2008 to 2023. This matter has been brought to attention at a meeting held with the
chief participation of the Hon President in regard to budget estimations for the year 2026 and as per the
directions given, studies had been taken place about the due payments that should be settled headed by the
Department of State Enterprises. Accordingly, it has been confirmed that rupees billion 23.87 from
01.01.2018 to 31.12.2023 should be paid. Furthermore, the amount to be settled from 01.01.2008 to
31.12.2017 is still being calculated. Accordingly, considering the proposal furnished by the Minister of
Health and Mass Media, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to pay the amount of rupees billion
23.87 to be paid in relation to the period from 01.01.2018 to 31.12.2023 on instalment basis within this
year.
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Implementation of recommendations of the Committee appointed to review the recruitment process
of the public service and management the cadre.

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 30.12.2024 to appoint an officers’
committee headed by the Secretary to the Prime Minister for taking necessary steps on the recruitment
quantities that should essentially be done by recognizing the requirements, priorities and time frames by
reviewing the recruitment process of the government service. Considering the requests made to that
committee to fill the vacancies in the posts in respective ministries as well as the departments and other
institutions under those ministries, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by
the Hon. Prime Minister to grant approval to the relevant Ministries and affiliated institutions for making
the following appointments recommended by the committee

Serial | Ministry / Local Government Institution / Commission No. of Vacancies
No. recommended for
recruitment by the
Committee
1. | Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 442
Education
2. | Ministry of Justice and National Integration 452
3. | Ministry of Health and Mass Media 705
4. | Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Lands and Irrigation 10
5. | Ministry of Plantation and Community Infrastructure 37
Facilities
6. | Ministry of Finance, Plan Implementation and Economic 76
Development
7. | Ministry of Defense 102
8. | Ministry of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs 19
9. | Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and 10
Tourism
10.| Ministry of Trade, Commerce, Food Security, and 01
Cooperative Development
11. | Ministry of Transport, Highways and Urban Development 166
12.| Ministry of Rural Development, Social Security and 167
community Empowerment
13.| Ministry of Housing, Construction, and Water Supply 33
14.| Ministry of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources 50
15. | Ministry of Science and Technology 23
16. | Ministry of Ports and Civil Aviation 248
17.| Central Provincial Council 203
18.| North Central Provincial Council 06
19.| National Police Commission 01
20. | Teachers for Sri Lanka Teachers’ Service 23,344
Total employees 26,095
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Increasing the festival advance provided to government officers.

In terms of the provisions of the Establishments Code on payment of festival advance to government
officers, there’s a possibility of obtaining rupees 10,000/- as an advance for celebrating festivals of
Theipongal, Ramazan, Sinahala and Hindu New Year, Wesak, Deepavali, and Christmas as well as for
pilgrimages (Sri Paada pilgrimage and Hajj pilgrimage). Provisions have been given to recover the said
advance in 08 or if required earlier without interest. It has been proposed by the Budget 2026 to escalate
the said festival advance up to rupees 15,000/-. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to
the proposal submitted by the Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Governments to revise the relevant provisions so that the festival advance can be increased up to rupees
15,000/- and issue circular instructions in the regard.

Introducing the digital card system to supply fuel for vehicles belong to the government institutions.

The requirement of using a digital card system for supplying fuel for vehicles belong to the government
institutions has been identified. This may lead to reimbursement of relevant financing across online banking
methodology as per the fuel requirement and may enable supplying fuel with esteemed transparency and
efficiency through minimum individual mediation. At present the Bank of Ceylon in conjunction with the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation has introduced the fueling system via digital cards for vehicles.
Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the proposal furnished by the Hon. President to
execute this methodology for supplying fuel for pool vehicles of the Presidential Secretariat as a pilot
project and depending on the success of the process actions to be taken to apply the same methodology to
other state institutions as wel.

Submission of the drafts of Financial Transactions Reporting (Amendment) Bill, Prevention of
Money Laundering (Amendment) Bill and Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing
(Amendment) Bill to the Parliament for its concurrence

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 26.05.2025 to amend the acts of
Financial Transactions Reporting Act No. 6 of 2006, Prevention of Money Laundering Act No. 5 of 2006
and Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing Act No. 25 of 2005. Accordingly, clearance of
the Attorney General has been granted for the amended draft bills prepared by the Legal Draftsmen.
Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval for the proposal furnished by the Hon. President in
his capacity as the Minister of Finance, Policy Planning and Economic Development to publish the
aforementioned draft bills in the government gazette notification and thereby submit the same to the
Parliament for its concurrence.

In the event of any inconsistency between the English translations of this document, the Sinhala
text shall prevail.



