
 

 

 

Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting held on 06.07.2026 

 

01. Initiation of a of Bus Sector Clustering Pilot Program 

Bus transport is the primary mode of transport for fulfilling the daily transport requirements of the country, 

and this service is provided by the Sri Lanka Transport Board and a large number of independent private 

bus operators. Many problems have arisen, such as excessive competitiveness, poor adherence to the 

prescribed timetable, a large number of operators on the roads, unsafe behavior of bus operators, 

inconvenience encountered by the passengers, traffic congestion, service imbalance, and inefficient use of 

resources due to the long-standing operational system in providing public passenger transport services. As 

a successful solution to these problems, many countries in the world have introduced a 'Bus Sector 

Clustering Program,' and the bus service is operated under joint management in the same transport corridor 

or geographical area. It has been acknowledged that the introduction of bus sector clustering, a 

methodology that involves the clustering of unified and coordinated bus services on interconnected routes 

under a single management, could be used to achieve the provision of an effective passenger transport 

service and the minimization of most operational and social issues, as opposed to the operation of a single 

operating unit. Accordingly, taking into account the matters furnished by the Minister of Transport, 

Highways, and Urban Development, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the implementation of the 

pilot program relevant to the bus sector clustering program on the bus corridor covering routes 170, 177, 

and 190 initially, with the participation of related stakeholders, and to expand the project further based on 

the results of the pilot project. 

 

02. Implementation of the 2026 World Habitat Day Celebration Program 

The United Nations has declared the first Monday of October every year as the World Habitat Day. The 

purpose of World Habitat Day is to increase awareness among all stakeholders and to ensure that the 

benefits of the aforementioned efforts to reach all individuals expeditiously by fostering national-level 

discussions and focusing the attention of all stakeholders on the issues of housing and habitat development, 

alternative solutions, and new trends. World Habitat Day 2026 is celebrated on 5th October and its theme 

is” Adequate Housing for All.”. World Habitat Day is celebrated worldwide by the United Nations Human 

Habitat Program and the Ministry in charge of the subject housing, as a Sri Lankan representative, has 

planned to conduct World Habitat Day marking program by obtaining contribution of relevant Ministries, 

and all other institutions. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by 

the Minister of Housing, Construction, and Water Supply to implement the 2026 World Habitat Day 

Celebration Program in collaboration with the relevant Ministry and other institutions. 

 

 



03. Award of the consultancy service contract for conducting a structural inspection of the existing 

Road- cum- Aqueduct structure at 3+685 km of the South Bank Main Canal under the Rajanganaya 

Irrigation Scheme 

 

The aqueduct across the Angamuwa spill channel, the construction of the aforementioned structure at 

3+685 km on the South Bank of the Rajanganaya Irrigation Scheme, was constructed in 1966 in 

conjunction with the road connecting the Rajanganaya reservoir to the Rajanganaya junction on the 

Puttalam-Anuradhapura Road. As the 60 years have passed since the construction of the aforementioned 

structure, and the number of vehicles passing from the Rajanganaya Reservoir to Rajanganaya Junction 

has increased significantly, the existing combined road and aqueduct structure has seriously dilapidated. 

Under the prevailing conditions, the Road Development Authority has agreed to construct a new bridge 

separately across the Angamuwa spill channel to meet the current traffic needs, and a detailed structural 

analysis should be made swiftly to come to a decision on whether the spill channel structure can be 

repaired or if the aforementioned structure should be reconstructed. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers 

has approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land, and Irrigation to 

award the consultation contract for the aforementioned analysis to the Central Engineering Consultancy 

Bureau (CECB). 

 

04. “Sri Lanka Expo 2027’ International Exhibition 

Approval has been granted at the cabinet meeting held on 27-04-2026 to conduct the "Sri Lanka Expo 

2027" International Exhibition from 14-01-2027 to 17-01-2027. Bids have been called to select an 

institution for the higher management activities of the aforementioned exhibition. Three bids have been 

received for this purpose. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by 

the Minister of Industries and Entrepreneurship Development to award the contract to the partnership 

of Lanka Exhibition & Conference Services (Pvt.) Ltd. (LECS) and Aitken Spence Travels (Pvt) Ltd 

(ASTL) as the lowest responsive bidders at a value of Rs. 178.71 million (including VAT) after the 

evaluation of aforementioned bids based on the recommendations of the Consultation Procurement 

Committee appointed by the Cabinet of Ministers. 

 

05. Expanding the Vessel Monitoring System for Multi-Day and One-Day Fishing Vessels in Sri Lanka 

 

Illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing and other illegal activities, including drug smuggling, human 

trafficking and smuggling and carried out by using fishing vessels and controlling of other illegal matters 

are serious problems encountered not only by Sri Lanka but also other countries engaged in fisheries 

industry. Various measures have been taken at the local, regional, and international levels to combat/ 

supress this situation. Regionally, Sri Lanka is a member of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission and 

according to the rules of the Commission, every fishing vessel engaged in fishing in the  international 

water should be continuously monitored by the Vessel Monitoring system. At present, Out of the 5,200 

registered multi day vessels engaged in fishing, 4,200 multi day fishing vessels have been installed with 

monitoring equipment ,which were received as a grant from the Australian Government . Since it is 

compulsory to install these observation systems for every multiday fishing vessels newly registered after 

01-01-2021. Vessel owners will purchase and install Vessel Monitoring System equipment for vessels 



registered from that date. There are approximately 1500 multi- day fishing vessels and one-day fishing 

vessels, are operated in domestic waters and sometimes in international waters before 01-01-2021. Out of 

these, 400 vessels which have length more than 34 feet ,could be used for fishing in international water or 

any other activities. In addition, existing 1,100 of vessels do not have sufficient technological 

appropriability to spend a very long time at sea in terms of their engine and fuel capacity. Accordingly, 

the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic, and 

Ocean Resources to make mandatory the installation of suitable monitoring systems for these 1500 vessels 

and to bear the respective expenses by the Government.. 

    

   06. Compensation for patients lost vision after intake of  Prednicylone Asitate after eye surgeries. 

The incidents of losing sight or further weakening eye sight of patients subject to eye surgeries in Nuwara 

Eliya Base Hospital due to usage of eye liquid Prednicylone Asitate within the period from 03.03.2023 to 

16.05.2023 has been reported. Based on the result of an investigation held in the regard, compensation has 

been given to 17 patients who lost their eye sight after been exposed to eye surgeries at the Nuwara Eliya 

Base Hospital. Apart from that the committee appointed to investigate and report on the patients 

experienced eye impairments due to usage of liquid Prednicylone Asitate after eye surgeries at the 

hospitals  apart from Nuwara Eliya Base Hospital recommended to compensate four (04) more patients 

despaired. Accordingly, considering the particulars furnished by the Minister of Health and Mass Media 

the Cabinet of Ministers decided to grant their consent to compensate those four (04) patients as well with 

rupees one million each. 

 

07.  Expanding the Subject Area of the Kandy Urban Waste Water Management Project. 

The Kandy Urban Waste Water Management Project has been executed under 04 packages since 2010 

under a loan agreement signed with the JICA (Japanese International Corporation Agency). The approval 

of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted at their meeting held on 12.01.2026 to extend the project 

period of the said project from 01.01.2025 to 31.08.2027. As per the result of a feasibility study followed 

by a request furnished by the Vice – Chancellor to include the premises of the University of Peradeniya in 

this project scope, it has been recognized that the University also can be taken under the purview of the 

project scope. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of 

Housing, Construction and Water Supply to include the University of Peradeniya under the scope of this 

Kandy Urban Waste Water Management Project, to supply the estimated cost of the project which is rupees 

2,000 million; as rupees 800 million from JICA (Japanese International Corporation Agency) and the 

remaining rupees 1,200 million from local funds and to further extend the project period up to 31.12.2027. 

 

08. Submission of the regulations issued under Import and Export (Control) Act No. 1 of 1969 to the 

Parliament for its concurrence. 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was given at their meeting on 30.03.2026 to make it compulsory to 

obtain an export control license when exporting discarded metal part productions, various metal models 

and discarded metal to avoid illegal export of them in order to secure local industrialists. The Import and 
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Export (Control) Regulations No. 05 of 2026 has been published in the extraordinary gazette notification 

No. 2493/03 of 15.06.2026 to enact the said decision. 

In addition, the Import and Export (Control) Regulations No. 06 of 2026 have been published by the 

Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2493/39 dated 18.06.2026, as per the provisions of the Import and 

Export (Control) Act No. 1 of 1969, amending the Special Import License and Payment Regulations No. 

1 of 2011 dated 2012.01.02, to introduce new provisions to ensure that goods imported under the 

Prepayment System, which is an approved payment system for international trade, are brought to Sri 

Lanka within the prescribed period of 180, 365 or 730 days as prescribed in the relevant regulations from 

the date of payment. 

Accordingly, the resolution furnished by the Hon. President, in his capacity as the Minister of Finance, 

Planning and Economic Development, to submit the regulations published in the relevant Gazette 

Notifications to Parliament for approval was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. 

  

09. Appointment to the Post of Commissioner of Probation. 

It has been recognized that Ms. U. L. Mathisha Jinanjalie Jayathilake, the officer in Grade I of Sri Lanka 

Administrative Service serving as the Director (Development) of the Ministry of Justice and National 

Integration is appropriate for the post of the Commissioner of Probation which is vacant at present. 

Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of Women and 

Child Affairs to appoint Ms. U. L. Mathisha Jinanjalie Jayathilake, the officer in Grade I of Sri Lanka 

Administrative Service to the post of the Commissioner at the Department of Probation and Child 

Protection Services with immediate effect. 

  

10. Amendments at the Committee Stage of the Parliament for the Draft Bill for Financial Transaction 

Reporting (Amended) and the Draft Bill for Prevention of Money Laundering (Amended) 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 09.02.2026 to publish the Draft 

Bill for Financial Transaction Reporting (Amended) and the Draft Bill for Prevention of Money 

Laundering (Amended) in the government gazette notification and thereby submit the same to the 

Parliament for its concurrence. The Legal Draftsman has drafted those acts as proposed amended bills to 

introduce at the committee stage including essential amendments recognized as well as considering the 

decisions of the Supreme Court in regard to the cases filed challenging the said amended draft bills. 

Clearance of the Attorney General has been granted for those new amendments. Therefore, the Cabinet of 

Ministers approved the resolution furnished by the Hon. President in his capacity as the Minister of 

Finance, Planning and Economic Development to submit those amendments at the committee stage of the 

Parliament relevant to those draft bills.  

In the event of any inconsistency between the Tamil and English translations of this document, the 

Sinhala text shall prevail. 

 


